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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Prince George’s County Annual Report, January 2011 through December 2011, fulfills the 

requirements of Senate Bill 280—Smart, Green, and Growing—Smart and Sustainable Growth Act of 
2009 for Prince George’s County for 2011. The report concludes that the development patterns in Prince 
George’s County continue to be consistent with the 2002 Prince George’s County Approved General 
Plan. The report is due to the Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) by July 1, 2012. 

  



2 

SB280—Smart, Green, and Growing— 
Smart and Sustainable Growth Act of 2009 

 
PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this report is to document changes in development patterns that occurred from 

January to December 2011 as part of the requirement of the 2009 Senate Bill 280 entitled Smart, Green, 
and Growing—Smart and Sustainable Growth Act of 2009. Senate Bill 280 seeks to ensure that the land-
use decisions are consistent with locally adopted comprehensive plans. The measures and indicators 
developed by Planning Department staff show that the development patterns in Prince George’s County 
continue to be consistent with the 2002 Prince George’s County Approved General Plan. Through the 
analysis completed in this report, there are no known conflicts with any of the plans adopted by the 
county or state or with other plans of surrounding jurisdictions. It should be noted that, because of the 
economic climate, the pace of development has drastically decreased from previous years, while many 
initiatives involving long-range planning have increased in Prince George’s County. In all instances, the 
most recent data available were used. 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
An analysis of development patterns in the county for 2011 indicate a marked decline in 

development activities across the board. The lasting impact of the economic recession, slower than 
expected recovery, and the housing foreclosure crisis have significantly curtailed all types of new 
development throughout the county.  

 
DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 

 
NEW SUBDIVISIONS CREATED 
  
In 2011, 9 subdivision plats were recorded compared with 107 for 2010. As in 2010, the majority 

of the plats were recorded within the Priority Funding Areas (PFA) of the county. The development 
projects with the most activity included Hunter’s Ridge in Landover with a total of 284 lots and 
Heathermore in Upper Marlboro with 92 lots. Both are both located in the PFA.  

 
Table 1 below shows the comparison of new subdivisions platted in 2010 and 2011. Because of 

national and local economic conditions, development has greatly decreased over the period. The 
number of new subdivisions platted decreased 92 percent from 2010 to 2011. Map 1 on page 3 shows 
the location of all the new subdivisions created. 

 
Table 1. New Subdivisions Created by Calendar Year 

Year 
Inside PFA Outside PFA Total 

Subdivisions 
Platted 

Total 
Number 
of Lots 

New 
Subdivisions 

New 
Lots 

New 
Subdivisions 

New 
Lots 

2010 93 886 14 195 107 1,081 
2011 7 395 2 9 9 404 

Source: M-NCPPC, Development Activity Monitoring System, 2011. 
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Map 1. Final Plat Activity in 2011 Prince George’s County 
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NEW BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED 
 
The impact of the economic slowdown also carried over in terms of the number of building 

permits issued in 2011. The county experienced a significant decline in residential and commercial 
building permits. In 2011 the county issued 217 residential building permits—a decline of 77 percent 
from 2010. Similarly, the county issued 22 commercial building permits in 2011—a decline of 29 
percent. 

 
Approximately 74 percent of the residential permits that were issued in 2011 occurred within 

the PFA, an improvement over the 55 percent that were issued in 2010. The continued impact of the 
housing market downturn is reflected in the decline in the number of residential building permits issued 
in 2011 as compared to 2010.  

 
The vast majority of the commercial permits issued in 2011 were located within the PFA of 

Prince George’s County. Most were located within the Developed and Developing Tier, close to the I95/ 
I-495 Beltway and along other major corridors within the county. The impact of the economic downturn 
has had an impact on the issuance of commercial building permits. When comparing the number of 
commercial building permits issued in 2010 with 2011, nine fewer permits were issued, resulting in a 29 
percent decrease. The amount of square footage delivered declined significantly from approximately 1.5 
million in 2010 to 787,692 in 2011, a decrease of 48 percent. Map 2 on page 5 shows the location of 
residential and commercial building permits in the county. 

 
Table 2. Residential and Commercial Building Permits by Year 

Year 

Residential Total 
Residential 

Building 
Permits Issued 

Commercial 

Commercial 
Building 
Permits 
Issued 

Total Commercial 
Square Footage Inside 

PFA 
Outside 

PFA 

SF MF SF MF SF MF Inside PFA Outside 
PFA 

 Inside PFA Outside 
PFA 

2010 519 0 424 0 943 0 26 5 31 1,514,127 48,630 
2011 161 0 56 0 217 0 20 2 22 787,692 10,648 

Source: M-NCPPC Development Activity Monitoring System, 2011. 
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Map 2. 2011 Residential Commercial Building Permit Activity 
 

  








































































